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tions women as well as men, daughters equally |some measure, and had taught the things of 
with sons, but only sons appear in this dis-|the Lord zealously and diligently, knowing 
pensation and occasion; and therefore that|/only the baptism of John—Priscilla, as well 
prophecy cannot relate to it. But noobjection|as Aquila, expounded unto him the way of ' 
of this nature appearing, it strongly follows,|God more perfectly. 
that some women preached there as well as| “7thly ; These instances wherein that great 
the men at that time. apostle so much approves the public ministry 
“2ndly ; If daughters were not to preach|of these holy and inspired women, plainly 
as well as sons, handmaids as well as other|demonstrate that he was not against women’s 
servants, this prophecy could never be ful-|preaching; for then he mast have written con- 
filled, and consequently must be false ; which,|tradictions in the name of the Lord, which 
to say or think, would be profane and blas-|would have destroyed the authority of his 7 
phemous, and cannot be admitted in any wise.|own ministry, since no man speaking or writ- 
“3rdly ; The apostle Paul saith in that place,|ing by the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of Truth, 
‘Let your women keep silencein the churches, |speaketh or writeth contrary things; and 
(that is, in the meetings or congregations) for|they cannot both be trae, bat the one or the 
it is not permitted unto them to speak; but/other must needs be false, and suggests a 
they are commanded to be under obedience, |reasonable suspicion that both are so; which 
as also saith the law. And if they will learn|cannot be thought of any apostle of Christ, 
any thing, let them ask their husbands at/or his ministry. | 
home: for it is a shame for women to speak} ‘‘ Again, Paul directs how women ought to 
in the church’ (or congrezation.) be attired, as well as men, in the time of the 
“4thly ; Saith the same apostle elsewhere, | public exercise of their ministry or preaching; 
on another occasion, ‘Let the women learn |and if he had been against all women’s preach- 
in silence with all subjection. But I sufferjing, and yet given directions how they should 
not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority |demean therein, he would not have been con- 
over the man, but to be in silence.’ sistent with himself, nor one part of bis min- 
“ By all which it appears, that the apostle|istry with another; for he saith, ‘ Every man 
was not prohibiting women in general, when| praying or prophesying, having his head cov- 
inspired by Christ, and thereby qualified for|ered, dishonoreth his head ; but every woman 
such services, to preach or pray publicly in|that prayeth or prophesieth with her head 
the congregation ; but such only as were im-|uncovered, dishonoreth her head ;’ and more 
perious, ignorant, and unlearned in the way|in the same place to that purpose: which still 
of Christ and religion; and also talkative, | further proves that the apostle was not against 
asking bold and impertinent questions in the|women’s preaching in the congregations, but 
congregations, occasioning debates, heats, con-| fully allowed it. 
tentions, and confusion. Such were not tobe} ‘ And also Philip, an evangelist, one of the 
suffered in such evil work, but to be obedient|seven deacons, and an able minister of Christ, 
to their husbands, and learn of them at home/bad four daughters, virgins, who did pro- ‘ 
in modest and decent silence; it being ashame|phesy ; that is, they preached the gospel. 
both to the women themselves, and the con-|And seeing they were daughters of so emi- 
gregations of the faithful, that such women/nent a minister of Christ as Philip was, with- 
should be permitted to speak in that manner|out all reasonable contradiction, not only 
in a public way, to disturb them, and hinder| Philip himself, but the churches of Christ ap- 
their devotion, and the public service and min-| proved them therein. Then, if Paul had been \ 
istry of such of either sex as were duly quali-|against women’s par praying pab- 
fied and sent in the wisdom and power of thejlicly in the church, and Philip for it, they 4 
Holy Spirit. We, asa people, are of the same| would, in that case, have contradicted and 
mind, that neither sach women nor men ought | opposed each other, to the confounding of the | 
to be suffered in such destructive work ; but| people, by a contradictory uncertain ministry ; 
to be silent, and learn there, behaving therein| which cannot be admitted by men of trath, i 
with modesty becoming their sex, and the|and sincere lovers of Christ. Upon the whole, 
nature and end of what they undertake. we must needs conclude, that women as well 
“‘5thly ; And as to matters of fact, proving|as men, may, and ought to prophesy, preach, 
that women preached publicly in the Chris-|and pray publicly in the church and churches 
tian congregations in the days of the apostles, |of Christ, when thereunto called and qualified 
Paul recommended Phebe, a sister in Christ, |by Christ, under the immediate direction and 
to the congregation then at Rome, as a min-|jinfluence of his Holy Spirit and power, as 
ister, servant, and deaconess of the church at|those holy women were; without which nei- 
Cenchrea; and in the same place mentions|ther male nor female, under any other quali- 
Priscilla with great respect, as his helper in| fication or pretence whatsoever, ought to in- 
Christ Jesus, which help can refer to nothing|trude themselves, or meddle, lest that ques- 
Peter made of that prophecy to that instance, |else but the work of the ministry, in which|tion, under the displeasure of the Almighty, 
could not have been without exception or a they were jointly and severally engaged. be asked of such, ‘Who hath required this at 
reasonable objection. For if no women had| ‘“6thly; And though Apollos was a man of|thy hand?’ and they incur a just punishment 
spoken or preached Christ at that time, it|eloquence, and mighty in the Scriptures, and|in the end.” 
might have been said that the prophet men-|had been instructed in the way of the Lordin| During all this time the people were gener- 
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Women’s Ministry. 
Extracted from Thomas Story’s Journal. 


Then there appeared one who made his ob- 
jection at large against women’s preaching, 
saying, that the apostle Paul said to the Co- 
rinthians, “I will that women keep silence in 
the church.” I answered, that the apostle 
said, “ Your women,” only, and not women 
indefinitely, without exception ; which he de 
nied. Then one offered him a Bible to look 
into the place; which he refused, and went 
off, pretending to go into a house to fetch one ; 
but never returned. Then I opened that point 
more fully to the people, saying, that no in- 
terpretation of Scripture ought to be advanced, 
or admitted, which makes it contradict itself, 
or one part of it another; or one apostle op- 
pose another, or contradict himself or any of 
the prophets, or the matters of fact recorded 
in Holy Writ, relating to the public ministry 
of holy women in the church of Christ, or 
otherwise. 

“1st Then, you may observe what Joel the 
prophet said, many ages before the days of 
the apostles, relating to the dispensation of 
the gospel in this point, and the publishers of 
it, ‘And it shall come to pass afterward, that 
I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, your young 
men shall see visions: and also upon the ser- 
vants and upon the handmaids in those days 
will I pour out my Spirit.’ 

“The apostle Peter, being filled with the 
Holy Ghost, declares this prophecy to relate 
to the dispensation of the gospel, and to begin 
at the time of the great and glorious effusion 
of the holy Spirit of Christ at Jerusalem, say- 
ing, ‘This is that which was spoken of by 
the prophet Joel, and it shall come to pass in 
the last days, saith God, [ will pour out of 
my Spirit upon all flesh ;’ and so repeats the 
prophecy at large. 

‘** Now it is morally certain, by a just and 
undeniable consequence, that the Spirit of 
Christ came at that time upon the holy wo- 
men present ; and that the women, or some of 
them, preached Christ to the multitude, as 
well as the men, having been his witnesses as 
well as they; or otherwise the application 
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ally attentive, and seemingly pleased; but 
just in the close of the matter, [ was attacked, 
all of a sudden, by a person who brake into 
the crowd behind me on horseback, and by 
his garb looked like a pastor of the people, 
and upon inquiry afterwards, I found he was 
so. His first salutation was after this man- 
ner: “Are you not ashamed thus to delude 
the people, imposing upon them false glosses 
on the Scripture? I am a stranger on the 
road, and drawing near this multitude to know 
the occasion of it, cannot but appear in de- 
fence of truth against your perversions. ’Tis 
true, you have a smooth way, a gaining coun- 
tenance, and advantageous mien; but, sir, you 
look, in all this, the more like an emissary.” 

This being sudden, was a little surprising 
at first ; but Truth being uppermost, I quickly 
challenged him to instance any particular 
wherein I had imposed upon them. 

He instanced only in this, where I had said 
Phebe was a minister of the church ; he said, 
“She was not a minister, but a servant, as 
appears by the text itself in that place ; and 
it will not bear to be translated minister, as 
you say.” 

I replied, “Servant and minister are sy- 
nonymous terms, and the word there used 
may be better translated minister: and if she 
was a servant, in what other respect to the 
church, if not in a public ministry, as a 
preacher? For Theodore Beza, in bis Latin 
translation from the Greek, from which our 
English translations are made, hath it min- 
ister, and not servant, ministra, ecclesic cen- 
creensis ; and in the Greek Testament it is 
Ataxovoy; that is, minister or servant.” I asked 
him before the people, if he would say, upon 
his reputation as a minister, as he professed 
himself to be, that it might not be properly 
rendered minister, which he refused; and 
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The opposition this priest and the others 
made being for the most part notoriously false 
assertions and charges, without any proof, 
exposed him and themselves to the just cen- 
sure of the people, and rather confirmed them 
in the truth of what we had delivered, than 
hurt the cause of Truth; which we, in some 
measure of the wisdom and power of it, had 
defended against them. 





Yosemite, 

This is a valley in Mariposa Co., California, 
through which winds the Merced river, about 
155 miles east by south of San Francisco, un- 
equalled for the grandeur of its scenery and 
the magnificence of its waterfalls. It is nearly 
in the centre of the State north and south, and 


Capitan, an immense block of granite project. 
ing into the valley, and presenting an almost 
vertical edge 3,300 feet high. Further ap, 
and nearly opposite Sentinel rock, are the 
‘Three Brothers, a group of rocks rising one 
behind another, the highest being 3,830 feet, 
and from its summit affording a splendid view 
of the valley and its surroundings. Above 
the Three Brothers, is the principal fall, the 
Yosemite, formed by a creek of the same name, 
The vertical height of the lip of the fall is 
about 2,600 feet. There is first a vertical de. 
scent of 1,500 feet, when the water strikes a 
shelf or recess, whence it makes a series of 
feascades, a fall equal to 626 feet perpendicular, 
and then gives a final plunge of about 400 
feet. The different parts of the fall being 


just midway between east and west bases of|nearly in one vertical plane, the effect is de- 


the Sierra Nevada, here a little more than 70 
miles wide. It is nearly level, about 6 miles 
long by half to one mile wide, and nearly a 
mile in perpendicular depth below the general 
level of the adjacent region. Its general di- 
rection is N. E. by E., and 8S. W. by W., 
nearly at right angles with the general trend 
of the mountains; its elevation above the sea 
is 3950 feet. Its granite walls are nearly 
vertical ; their color is a light gray, reflecting 
brilliantly white in the sunlight, occasionally 
varied with veins of a brighter or deeper bue. 
In places stripes of adarker color, gray, brown 
and black, are produced by the flowing down 
of water carrying organic matter. Various 
species of trees and plants occur in the valley. 
In winter it is inaccessible, except on snow 
shoes ; in summer the nights are cool, but the 
thermometer almost always rises above 80° 
in the middle of the day in June and July. 
There are several hotels for the accommoda- 
tion of tourists. The valley is reached by 
stage or stage and horseback (about ninety 


then, in abundance of assurance, said openly, |miles) from Merced, Milton, and Oakdale, on 
that I was no Quaker, but in a flattering way,|branches of the Central Pacific railroad. ‘The 
added, I had more sense than to be a Quaker ;| principal objects of interest will be described 


scribed as being almost as grand as, and per- 
haps more picturesque than if the water made 
but a single leap from the top of the cliff to 
the level of the valley. A striking feature of 
the Yosemite fall, believed to be peculiar‘to it 
and the Bridal Veil fall, is the vibratory mo. 
tion of the upper portion under the varying 
pressure of the wind. The stream at the sum. 
mit, at a medium stage of water, is estimated 
to be 20 feet wide to 2 feet in average depth. 
The Yosemite fall is believed to surpass in 
vertical height all others having nearly the 
same body of water. A little east of it the 
cliff rises in a bold peak 3,030 feet above the 
valley. About two miles above the full the 
vallev branches into three cafions, formed by 
the Merced river in the centre, the Tenaya 
fork on the left or north-west, and the IIli- 
louette or South fork on the right or south- 
'west, (not to be confounded with the main 
‘South fork of the Merced, which is below the 
Yosemite valley). North of the Tenaya fork, 
near where it enters the main stream, is an im- 
mense arched cavity called the Royal Arches, 
‘and a rounded columnar mass of rock called 
ithe Washington column, and back of these 








for I had an ingenuous countenance, and a 
mien importing a better education. I rejected 
his flattery, and replied, that he might have 
had better education, and ought to have had 
more justice, than falsely to accuse one whom 
he never saw before, and put him upon his 
proof in that and several other things, in 
which he had overshot himself, in the appre- 
hension of most of the people who heard him. 

I observed to the people, who did not gen- 
erally understand the meaning of the word 
emissary, that it was unduly applied by him ; 
it imported a very high, as well as false charge, 
and as such I returned it upon him. Then 
he began to charge Jonathan Taylor, then in 
England, with being a Jesuit, he having been 
in that country seven years before, and in- 
strumental to convince many in those parts, 
and thereby had greatly enraged the priests 
and their envious company against him, which 
they had not forgot. There stood up likewise 
another man, and said the charge was true. 
But I opposed them, telling the people, I very 
well knew Jonathan Taylor, and that he was 
no Jesuit, nor any thing like one in any re- 
spect; putting the priest in mind of what 
dangerous consequence it might be to himself 
to charge me, or any other innocent person, 
in that manner, since, by law, it touched the 
life of the accused, and was highly punishable 
in the accuser, if not legally proved. Then 
wheeling his horse about, be said he could not 


| proceeding up the valley. the North dome, a domeshaped mass of granite 

The first on the right is the Bridal Veil fall,| attaining an elevation of 3,568 feet above the 
formed by a creek of the same name, which|valley. Between the Tenaya and the Merced 
lis precipitated over the cliffs in one leap of 630 is the Half Dome, an apparently inaccessible 
|feet perpendicular upon a slope, down which |crest of granite rising 4,737 feet above the 
it rushes in a series of cascades for a perpen- valley, in which itis one of the most imposing 
dicular distance of nearly 300 feet. The effect'objects. Mirror lake, an expansion of the 
ifrom the valley is as of a vertical fall of 900;Tenaya fork, is a beautiful sheet of water. 
feet, the base being concealed by trees. The|In the caiion of the Merced are two falls, the 
column of water sways to and fro in the wind, |lower, called the Vernal fall, with a perpen- 
seeming in the distance to flutter like a white|dicular descent of about 400 feet, and the 
iveil. A little higher up is Cathedral rock, a|upper, called the Nevada fall, not quite per- 
‘prominent and massively sculptured pile of| pendicular, with a height of about 600 feet. 
granite, the summit of which is 2,660 feet| North of the river near the Nevada fall is an 
above the valley. Above this are the “Spires,” immense mass of rock, isolated and nearly 
isolated columns of granite at least 500 fect|perpendicular on all sides, called the Cap of 
high, standing out from, but connected at shel Laverty, which rises some 2,000 feet above 
base with, the walls of the valley. Still further,its base. In the Illilouette there is a fall es- 
up a point of rocks projects into the valley, | timated to be 600 feet high. Only two of the 
terminating in a slender mass of granite some. | principal falls, the Vernal and Nevada, con- 
what resembling an obelisk. This is known! tinue in existence throughout the season ; the 
as “Sentinel rock.” Its entire height is 3.043 Yosemite and Bridal Veil almost disappear 
feet ; the obelisk form continues down for 1,000, by 8th or 9th months. The most favorable 
‘feet or more from the summit, below which| months for visiting the valley are the 5th, 6th 
the rock is united with the wall of the valley./and 7th, before the creeks are dried up. On 
|A short distance above is Glacier point, from | the Merced above the Nevada fall is the Little 
which one of the finest views of the valley| Yosemite valley, about four miles long and 
may be obtained. Back of Sentinel rock is|from half a mile to one mile wide, 2,130 feet 
Sentinel dome, 4,150 feet above the valley, | above the Yosemite proper, of which it may 
which commands a fine view of the Yosemite be regarded as a continuation. The high 
fall. On the left side of the valley, opposite Sierra adjacent to the valley aboundsin points 
the Bridal Veil fall, is the Virgin’s Tears fall,' of interest. About sixteen miles south is the 











stay any longer, but rode hastily out of the| where the creek of that name leaps over the Mariposa grove of big trees, and about eigh- 


crowd and went off. 


wall more than 1,000 feet. Just above is El teen miles north by west the Hetch-Hetchy 
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valley on the Tuolumne river, smaller thar! generation, with the renewing of the Holy lof life, breathing and interceding in humility 


the Yosemite, but similar to it in character. | 
The Yosemite valley was first entered by 
white men in 1851, when an expedition was 
organized to drive out the Indians who made 
it their stronghold. It was first visited by 
tourists in 1855. The first house was built in 
1856. In 1864 an act of Congress was passed 
granting the valley to the State of California, 
upon condition that the premises should be 
held for public use, resort, and recreation, 
and should be inalienable for all time. The| 
governor soon after appointed commissioners | 
to have the management of the valley, and | 
the State Legislature at its next session ac- 
cepted the grant. The name Yosemite is an 
Indian word signifying “ grizzly bear,” but it 
is not the name now applied to the valley by | 
the Indians, who call it Ahwabneeor Annonie. 
—From Appleton’s American Cyclopedia. 





For “The Friend.” 
Thoughts and Feelings. 
GOSPEL MINISTRY. 


The message of the apostle Paul to Archip- 
pus was, ‘Take heed to the ministry which 
thou hast received in the Lord, that thou ful-| 
fil it.” And in writing of himself he declares :| 
“ Though I preach the gospel, I have nothing 
to glory of ; for necessity is laid upon me ; yea, 
woe is unto me if I preach not the gospel.’ By 
these testimonies of Holy Scripture, with| 
many similar ones, a part of the requisitions | 
of those entrusted with a gift in the ministry 
of the gospel appears to be defined. While 
we may not overlook what is also written 
therein by the same apostle, viz: ‘‘ How 
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 


Ghost? Oh! for more of that gracious influ- 
ence to be showered upon us, that heavenly 
quickening power, which can at His bidding, 
with whom one day is as a thousand years, 
turn our captivity, make the desert to rejoice, 
and the wilderness to blossom as the rose. 

Valuable and precious as:true gospel minis. 
try is, and “ beautiful (as) are the feet of them 
that preach” it, its great aim and end is to 
direct people to Christ the living eternal 
Word, by whose atoning blood outwardly 
shed we are reconciled to the Father, or are 
put into a capacity for salvation; and by 
obedience to the quickening, leavening, trans- 


‘forming operation of His all-sufficient grace 


in the heart, we become ‘‘ washed, sanctified, 
and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God.” Thus that 
spiritually minded servant of Christ, George 
Fox, says: “I was sent to turn people from 
darkness to light. that they might receive 
Christ Jesus ; for to as many as should receive 
him in his light, 1 saw that he would give 
power to become the sons of God.” “I saw 
Christ died for all men, was a propitiation for 
all, and enlightened all with His divine sav- 
ing light; and that none could be true be- 
lievers, but those who believed therein. When 
the Lord sent me forth to preach this ever- 
lasting gospel and kingdom, I was glad that 
I was commanded to turn people to that in- 
ward light, spirit and grace, which would lead 
into all truth and not deceive any.” 

Did we witness more thoroughly through- 
out the length and breadth of the camp a sin- 
cere turning to this “inward light, spirit and 
grace” which, as obedience keeps pace with 


gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good | knowledge, leadeth into all truth, we believe 


things.” But, as continued, “they have not 
all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias sayeth, 
Lord, who hath believed our report?” Is 
there not cause for the query whether the 
language, “ Who hath believed our report,” 
has not much special application to the pre-| 
sent day ? because of the very few that appear 
willing to submit to the needful baptisms, and 
to come up to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty, through a whole-hearted surren- 
der of themselves with their all to His dis- 
posal and government? And why is this? Is 
not the gospel preached still, in measure at 
least, “in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power?” Or does the difficulty lie, in that 
“the cares of this life, the deceitfulness of 
riches, and the love of other things’ having 
so choked the good seed sown in every heart, 
or so stolen the affections of the people, that 
there is not room for the Heavenly Guest to 
come in and abidethere? On this subject we 
recall, that that powerful minister of the gos- 
pel, Richard Jordan, in reference to preach- 
ing to gratify itching ears without the clear 
requirings of duty, says: ‘I fully believe that 
attempts of this sort (presuming to preach 


that our religious Society would not only be 


shine to the honor of the Heavenly Enlight- 
ener and High Priest, independent of all out- 
ward or instrumental help, but that in addi- 
tion to such immediate unction and outpour- 
ing from on high, that more anointed mes- 
sengers and qualified laborers would be raised 
|up, commissioned and equipped, to join those 
already in the field to the proclaiming the glad 
| tidings of life and salvation. Thus would the 
strengthening of the walls and the rebuilding 
of the gates and waste places, go forward with 
renewed faith and earnestness in all; and es- 
pecially to the joy of those whose hearts sigh, 
whose tears flow, and whose harps are hung 
upon the willows, because so few come to the 
‘solemn feasts of Zion. 

- In view of the low state of things, and also 
of ‘“‘ Who hath believed our report?” though 
\at the same time there are many who love to 
have the itching ear filled and gratified, and 
may laud the poor instrument; yet is there 
not much that is suggestive and instructive 
in the following by George Whitehead :—“ In 
those days I clearly saw,” writes G. W., ‘that 


| 





when He who hath the keys of David is 
pleased to shut) is the reason of so much life- 
less ministry prevailing in the world (even 
among us as well as other people,) which I 
believe seldom rightly either opens the un- 
derstanding or convinces the judgment.” And 
is it not manifest, also, that the hearts of the 
people need a deeper baptism into Christ 
through the power of his Holy Spirit? Has 
not the time fully come when, unless Hespeak, 
‘‘ whose words go forth at once to their effect,” 
vain is the help of man? Do we not need, 
moro generally, a washing in the laver of re- 


the testimony required of us to bear, was not 
so much in words, declaration, or ministry, 
as to stand our ground in faith and patience, 
and to travail in spirit with secret breathing and 
earnest supplication unto God.” “It was often 
before me,’’ he continues, “that the Lamb 
and His faithful followers should have the vic- 
tory, which was much of secret comfort to 
me many times: glory be to his name for- 
ever.” 

As gospel ministers, with others in the 
church as deeply responsible, if not as deeply 
concerned, get and keep low in the holy seed 


‘enabled to put on its beautiful garments and| 


and contrition of soul unto the omniscient 
Father of the spirits of all flesh, will He not 
bow the heavens and come down? Will He 
not be jealous for his land and pity his people? 
Will He not arise for the sighing of the poor 
and the cry of the needy? Will He not 
lengthen the cords and strengthen the stakes 
of Zion? Will He not restore for what has 
been lost, and cause, a remnant at least, to 
eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the 
name of the Lord ? 





For “The Friend.” 
Elizabeth Bathurst. 
(Concluded from page 218.) 

In Elizabeth Bathurst’s own account of her 
religious progress, sbe says that when she was 
in a seeking, but unsettled condition, “The 
whole world seemed to me as a very little 
thing, my soul desiring nothing but a part in 
God’s kingdom, which made me earnestly en- 
treat him, that He would lead me in the way 
everlasting’—“that amidst the various forms 
there are for worshipping of thee, my soul 
may certainly know how to serve thee aright, 
and wherewith to bring an acceptable sacri- 
fice unto thee.” 

“The heart-searching God having then put 
my soul upon search to find out a people with 
whom I might join as with a communion of 
saints ; I looked here and there into many as- 
semblies, but alas! still I saw their conversa- 
tions so much contradicting their professions, 
that I could heartily join with none of them, 
* * still I overlooked this people of whom 
I am writing [Friends] as if it had been alto- 
gether unlikely I should find what I sought 
for amongst them, although natural affection 
had laid a bond upon me to judge charitably 
concerning them ;* howbeit at length there 
was a way made whereby I was brought to 
search here also, notwithstanding the many 
false aspersions which my ears were filled 
with concerning them. 

“So that now, I say, upon my search 

amongst them, I have found those who are 
guided by the principle of Trath in them- 
selves, very careful to walk worthy of their 
high and holy calling. And by this their in- 
nocent life, I must needs acknowledge, I felt 
my own conscience powerfully reached for 
some time before my judgment was fully satis- 
fied. But having those words of our Saviour 
imprinted upon my mind, ‘If any man will 
do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God or whether I speak of 
myself;’ then immediately I consulted not 
with flesh and blood, but was made willing to 
give up to the obedience of His will revealed 
in my conscience; and so I came to receive 
the faith of that principle which the Quakers 
do profess, and by it am I joined to them not 
only in head but in beart.” 

This is another testimony to the well-settled 
truth that the holy lives of true Christians 
are the strongest, the most convincing proofs 
that can be produced of the reality and effi- 
cacy of religion; while the ungodly lives of 
merely nominal professors tend to bring re- 
ligion into disrepute and strengthen the ranks 
of infidelity. How far-reaching is our influ- 
ence for good or for evil, and what a fearful 
responsibility rests upon us all ! 

Afier she had been thus convinced of the 
trath, Elizabeth Bathurst speaks of the farther 





* Her parents appear to have become members of the 
Society before her own convincement. 
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work necessary to be experienced—and says: 
“For this I bow my knee to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, ‘That He 
would prosper and carry on his own work 
more and more in every one of our hearts ;’ 
yet dare we not be found false witnesses for 
God in speaking of things beyond our mea- 
sure, or boasting of that which we have not 
attained.” “I would have none mistake, so 
as to think that conversion is wrought in an 
instant, for it is a gradual work, carried on 
by degrees in the soul, which is not presently 
complete and perfect ; although the very first 
motion towards it, proceeds from a principle 
which is perfect in itself; and which will in 
time perfect the soul, as it follows the lead- 
ings thereof ; but if any shall sit down by the 
way, on this side the mountain of true holi- 
ness, notwithstanding they began in the Spirit, 
yet if they end in the flesh, how far soever 
they have travelled on in their journey, still 
may their carcasses fall in the wilderness.” 

Our blessed Saviour said to Simon Peter, 
“When thou art converted strengthen thy 
brethren.” So, after Elizabeth Bathurst be- 
came settled in her religious convictions, she 
found a special injunction laid upon her from 
‘the God of all grace” “to proclaim his free 
grace and rich mercy” towards her former 
acquaintance. She says—‘‘So came the Word 
of the Lord unto me, ‘Go invite them to the 
feast of ingathering, that so they may be al- 
lured to turn in unto me, and be gathered by 
me, in this the day of the stretchings forth of 
the arms of my mercy.’” ‘To this end she not 
only labored vocally among them, but pub- 
lished a doctrinal treatise called ‘ Truth’s 
Vindication,” designed to remove the misap- 
prehensions and prejudices which prevented 
many from embracing the offers of Divine 
love. 

In this work the views of our Society on 
many important points of Christian doctrine 
are clearly stated and upheld with Scripture 
proofs and much force of reasoning. Of what 
may be termed the cardinal doctrine, the one 
most earnestly pressed by our early members, 
she says—it is a principle of Divine Light 
and Life of Christ Jesus placéd in the con- 
science; it is the Grace of God that bringeth 
salvation, and hath appeared to all men; it is 
the Light of Jesus, who is that true Light 
that lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world ; it is a measure of the Divine Spirit ; 
it is the incorruptible seed by which we are 
begotten to God ; and that it comes from God 
through Christ. 





It is a precious thing to witness a true wait- 
ing upon the Lord. Many great and glorious 
promises are made to those that truly wait 
upon Him. “They that wait upon the Lord 
shall want no good thing:” this, to witness 
and enjoy, is the substance of all. While we 
waited upon invented means, men and books, 
upon our own thoughts and imaginations, our 
own wisdom and understanding, we wanted 
the good things: these were not sufficient to 
lead us to the knowledge, nor the enjoyment 
of them. 

Hereby may all Christendom, so called, be 
tried and judged; they pretend a worshipping 
and waiting upon the Lord, but they want 
the good things, and the evil things abound 
amongst them: so are hereby found false wit- 
nesses, those who say they wait upon the Lord, 
and that He hath not falfilled his promises to 
them. 


THE FRIEND. 


A remnant are, at this day, true and faith- 
ful witnesses, that the Lord is faithful, just and 
true to his promises, and that He hath fitted 
and furnished them with the heavenly trea- 
sures, the good things of his kingdom, as they 
truly wait upon Him. This waiting doth not 
begin when our solemn meetings begin, neither 
doth it end with them, but remaineth always. 
— William Shewen. 





Selected. 
LETTER TO JESUS. 
A postman stood with puzzled brow 
And in his hand turned o’er and o’er 
A letter, with address so strange 
As he had never seen before. 
The writing cramped, the letters small, 
And by a boy’s rough hand engraven. 
The words ran thus: ‘‘ To Jesus Christ,” 
And underneath inscribed, “In Heaven.” 


The postman paused ; full well he knew 
No mail on earth this note could take ; 
And yet ’twas writ in childish faith, 
And posted for the dear Lord’s sake. 
With careful hand he broke the seal, 
And rev’rently the letter read ; 
’Twas short, and very simple too 
For this was all the writer said : 


“My Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 

I’ve lately lost my father dear, 

Mother is very, very poor, 
And life to her is sad and drear. 

Yet Thou hast promised in Thy Word 
That none can ever ask in vain 

For what they need of earthly store, 
If only asked in Jesus’ name. 


“So I am writing in His name, 

To ask that Thou wilt kindly send 

Some money down; what Thou canst spare 
And what is right for us to spend. 

I want so much to go to school; 
While father lived I always went, 

But he had little, Lord, to leave, 
And what he left is almost spent. 


“T do not know how long ’twill be 
Ere this can reach the golden gate: 
But I will try and patient be, 

And for the answer gladly wait.” 
The tidings reached that far-off land, 
Although the letter did not go, 
And straight the King an angel sent 

To help the little boy below. 


Oft to his mother he would say, 
“T knew the Lord would answer make 
When He had read my letter through, 
Which I had sent for Jesus’s sake !” 
Ah! happy boy, could you but teach 
My heart to trust my Father’s love, 
And to believe where aught’s denied 
’Tis only done my faith to prove. 
—The Methodist. 
Selected. 





THE SUMMONS. 


My summons may come in the morning, 
Or the deep, peaceful slumber of night; 

It may come with a lingering warning, 
Or as quick as a flash of sunlight; 

It may come while I’m thinking of heaven ; 
It may come while my thoughts are astray ; 

While I’m sitting alone in my dwelling, 
Or greeting some friend on the way: 

But the day or the hour, when the bidding 
Comes to me, I never can know, 

And I pray, at the call of the Master, 
I may answer, “ I’m ready to go!” 


It may come while I’m working for others, 
Or laying out plans for myself; 

It may come when I’m laid, as a well-worn 
And useless old book, on a shelf; 

It may come when my lIife, full of sweetness 
Would fain have it tarry awhile; 

It may come when my sorrow’s completeness 
Makes me welcome the call with a smile: 

Though it fall in the gentlest of whispers, 
Or sounds with a deep, startling knell, 

I pray only that I may be ready 
To answer, “ Dear Lord, it is well !” 

—N. Y. Christian Advocat 
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Testimonies to the Way of Salvation. 

One of Edward Burough’s tracts is entitled, 
“The everlasting gospel of repentance and 
remission of sins.” It contains certain pro- 
positions which show his view of the way of 
salvation. These commence with the state- 
ment: “None can be saved from the wrath 
of the Lord but they who are saved from their 
sins; for sin brings the wrath of God upon 
the consciences of men, and anguish upon soul 
and body ; and [those] who are not saved from 
sin, cannot be saved from wrath; for wrath 
pursues the guilty. * * Therefore, who. 
soever will be saved from wrath, must be 
saved from sin, and Christ must purify his 
heart, and the blood of the Lamb must sane. 
tify him, and his conscience must be cleansed 
from the guilt of transgression, and Christ 
must live in him, and he must live the life of 
faith, which gives victory over all sin, or else 
he cannot be saved with the salvation of God 
eternally.” 

The succeeding propositions unfold the man- 
ner in which these blessed results are attained, 

“Whosoever will be saved with the salva- 
tion of God, must own the Light of Christ 
Jesus in his own conscience, and he must be- 
lieve in this Light, and walk in it, even the 
Light in his conscience that convinces him, 
and checks him for his evil deeds, and that 
lets him see what sin he is guilty of; yon 
must believe in this Light and follow it, and 
depart from that and forsake that iniquity 
which it convinces you of, and do that good 
which it moves your hearts into, or else you 
can never be saved. For, if you continue in 
evil doing, contrary to the Light of Christ in 
your own consciences, you are in a condemned 
condition, and you cannot be justified of the 
Lord while you are accused by the Light 
within you of such and such sins, and that 
you are guilty of them, and forsake them not.” 

‘‘ Again, whosoever will be saved, must be 
born again of the Seed of God, and must be 
changed and renewed in mind and heart and 
spirit; and old things must pass away, and all 
things must be made new; and a new nature 
must live in you, and the image of God must 
be brought forth, which is righteousness and 
true holiness, which is like unto God; and 
this is the new creation, which every one must 
witness to be wrought in him that ever en- 
ters into God’s kingdom. For, saith Christ, 
‘Except a man be born again he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God.’ For it is not a 
profession of religion made with the lips, nor 
the practice of duties and ordinances taken 
on and performed in the old nature, and a 
holding of truth in unrighteousness ; this is 
not the way of salvation, but it is the re- 
generating and making like unto God, being 
His image of justice, truth and righteousness ; 
it is this in which men may be saved ever- 
lastingly.” 

‘Again, whosever will be saved, must re- 
ceive the Spirit of God, and it must dwell in 
them, even the Spirit of the Father; and they 
must be taught by it, and led into all truth, 
to do the truth, and speak the truth in all 
things.” * * 

‘Again, all that will be saved, must be 
sanctified, cleansed and purified from all un- 
righteousness, by the Spirit and Word of God, 
whereby every heart must be made clean, and 
every conscience sprinkled with the blood of 
the Lamb; and the body of sin and death 
must be put off, and the bondage of corrup- 


tion must be broken, and iniquity must be 
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forsaken and turned from, and sin must be| This table includes some tribes not 


judged in the flesh, and purity, holiness and 
righteousness must live and reign in all that 
will be saved.” * * 

“ Again, whosoever will be saved, must be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ, and receive him; and 
they must take up his daily cross and follow 
Him; and must know Him to mortify and 
crucify them to the world; and He must work 
the same things in you by his Spirit spirit- 
ually, as He wrought without you in his 
person, or else you have no part in Him, nor 
salvation by Him. For it is not enough unto 
eternal life, only to believe that there was 
such a one as Christ, and that He did and 
spoke such and such things at a distance 
without you; for many may make a belief 
and a profession of this, and yet perish; but 
Him that was, of whom you read, without 
you, must you receive and witness within 
you.” 





For “The Friend.” 
The Progress of Civilization among the Indian Tribes 
in the West under the Care of Friends, 


The following table contains the condensed 
statistics of the Indian tribes, committed by 
President Grant to the care of the Society of 
Friends (Orthodox), and covers the period 
from 1868 to 1878 (both inclusive.) The ma- 
terials for the table have been collected from 
various sources, and carefully compared and 
corrected. Various irregularities in the figures 
for the several years are fully explained by 
the history of the tribes for those years, and 
thus confirm the general accuracy of the table. 
For instance, the crops in the Indian Terri- 
tory and Kansas, in 1874, were almost wholly 
cut off by drought and grasshoppers. The 
season of 1876 was also a very unfavorable 
one at many of the agencies. The table 
shows that in the ten years in which Friends 
have had the care of these Indians: 

1. The number of children attending school 
has increased nearly seven-fold. 

2. The number of acres cultivated by In- 
dians has increased more than five-fold. 

3. Their corn crop has increased more than 
seven-fold. 

4. Their potato crop has increased nearly 
six-fold. 

5. Their hay crop (cut from prairie grass) 
has increased tive-fold. 

6. The number of cattle owned by Indians 
has increased fourteen-fold. 

7. The number of bogs owned by Indians 
has increased thirteen-fold. 

8. The number of houses occupied by In- 
dians has increased three-fold. 

9. The number of ponies owned by Indians 
has decidedly diminished. The chief wealth 
of wild roving Indians lies in their large herds 
of ponies. As they locate and begin to adopt 
habits of civilized life, they exchange ponies 
for cattle and hogs. 

In 1868, more than half of these Indians were 
wild, roving and hostile—fresh from a war 





cluded in the table of 


1874. 
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For “ The Friend.” 
Incidents and Reflections.—No. 3). 
SILENT MINISTRY. 

The most cogent train of reasoning, and the 
most earnest appeals that a preacher can make, 
will have little or no effect in awakening a 
sinner to true repentance, or in promoting 
the spiritual welfare of his hearers, unless it 








in-|sence and influence of the true, holy and 


heavenly Lord; which was divers times re- 
peated before the meeting ended. And in the 
same way, by the same divine and holy Power, 
I had been often favored with before, when 
alone; and when no eye but that of Heaven, 
beheld, or any knew, but the Lord himself; 
who, in infinite mercy, had been pleased to 
bestow so great a favor. 

“And asthe many small springsand streams, 
descending into a proper place, and forming a 
river, become more deep and weighty; even 
so, thus meeting with a people gathered of the 
living God into a sense of the enjoyment of 
his divine and living presence, through that 
blessed and holy medium, the mind of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, and Saviour of the 
world, I felt an increase of the same joy of the 
salvation of God.” 

In speaking of his early religious experience, 
after joining the Society of Friends, the same 
writer says: “My delight was continually in 
the Truth, and I desired no company but of 
Friends, and frequented meetings on all occa- 
sions; where my heart was frequently ten- 


dered by the Truth, and it often reached and 


affected others by me, and sometimes very 
much ; so that I became very dear to Friends, 
and they to me: And as that tenderness was, 
in its nature, an involuntary ministry, being 
an operation of the Spirit without words, I 
found, for some time, great satisfaction and 
safety in it.” 

Having a desire to visit some other meet- 
ings, he went a short journey with Andrew 
Taylor,a minister of that day. He says, the 
meeting at Sunderland “proved a very com- 
fortable time of the enjoyment of the good 
presence of the Lord; with which my mind 
and heart being plentifully furnished, it moved 
by its own divine force, greatly tendered me, 
and bathed me in a flood of tears, from divine, 
melting love, and had the like effect over the 
meeting ; and this happened in time of silence. 
After some time Robert Wardell, a ministering 
Friend, at whose house we lodged, spoke some 
sentences ; by which, I perceived, he thought 
I should have uttered some words, by way of 
public ministry, at that time. But I did not 
apprehend my time was then come for that 
service; and it had the same effect, and perad- 
venture, more than if I had uttered words: 


be accompanied by a measure of that Divine|For it was a ministration of the Word, by a 
power which the Lord alone can dispense. |more immediate operation, and a great mys- 
Where the preacher is careful to minister only |tery. 


in the authority and under the direction of 
the Head of the Church, he may safely leave 
the results in his Master’s hand, who has de- 
clared that his word shall accomplish that 
which He pleases, and shall prosper in the 
things whereto He sends it. We are prone 
to place too much reliance on words them- 
selves, and to look more to the preacher than 
to the quickening Spirit which must give force 
to their expressions. Yet there is a ministry 
without words—a communion of spirits in 
which refreshment and consolation spreads 


which had cost many lives and millions of|from one person to others, without anything 


dollars—embittered against white people and 
exceedingly averse to civilization. None of 
their children had been in school. They 
did not cultivate the soil, and had neither 
flocks nor herds, except ponies. Most of the 
other tribes have been compelled in these ten 
years to undergo the loss and retardation in- 
separable from a removal to the Territory 
from Kansas. Wa. Nicnotson, 

Late Gen. Agt. Committee of Friends. 





being said. Thomas Story describes an in- 
teresting occurrence of this kind, when speak- 
ing of the first meeting he attended among 
the Society of Friends. He says: ‘ Not long 
after I had sat down among them, that hea- 
venly and watery cloud overshadowing my 
mind, broke into a sweet, abounding shower 
of celestial rain, and the greatest part of the 
meeting was broken together, dissolved and 
comforted in the same divine and holy pre- 


“After the meeting many Friends came to 
me, and expressed so much love and respect 
as gave me occasion to consider what could 
be the reason of it; for they were all strangers 
to me, and I to them: and being but a child 
in the knowledge of the invisible operation of 
the Word of Truth, and its effects, by instru- 
ments in a way of silence and sympathy, I 
had looked at its effects only in myself for 
my own strength and consolation, yet-could 
not but observe, that at the same instance as 
Truth broke in upon me in an eminent man- 
ner, (with which, in other places, I had been 
often favored before,) it affected the living 
part of the meeting the same way, at the same 
time: And it is clear to my understanding by 
experience, that there is a communication of 
divine love through the one Spirit, and that 
unspeakable, among the sanctified in Christ, 
at this day, as well as in time past gand that 
in a state of holy silence, as the members of 


Christ sit together in their heavenly places in 
Him.” 
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Recent Discoveries and Seriptare. 


not been traced and identified, it is simply|votaries tell us is universally accepted by all 


At the recent Church Congress in Sheffield, | because from the nature of the case it is most !thinking and educated men, while in the same 


we find one of the sittings was occupied with] unlikely that names probably given at the 
discussing the question,—“ What definite re-| time by the travellers themselves to feature- 
sults as to the interpretation of Scripture have|less camping grounds should have been pre- 
been produced by the discoveries in Egypt,|served. But the latter part of the wander- 
Nineveh, Palestine, and the Catacombs of|ings has been traced with the same accuracy 
Rome?” Several papers were read on this|as the earlier. A discovery by — Holland 
important and interesting question; one by|only this year of a labyrinth of valleys, slopes, 
Canon Tristram, of Durham, is as follows:—|roads, and hilly country in the north of the 
“When from the historical we proceed to| desert of Tih in the region just south of Ain 
that eye of history, the geographical and to-| Gades, recognized as Kadesh Barnea, solves 
pographical details of the early Scriptures,| all the difficulties connected with the protract 
our attention is directed chiefly to the journal|ed sojourn of a vast host for many years in 
of the wanderings of the Exodus and to the) this region. 
allotment of the Land of Promise. These} ‘“ Proceeding from the watershed of Jebelel 
are full of topographical notes on the Sinaitic| Tih, northward through Jebel Mugrab, — 
Peninsula and the various countries east of| Holland found what seems to have afforded 
Jordan; while the book of Joshua describes,|the road known as ‘the way of the spies,’ a 
with the fulness of a government survey, the} wide region full of traces of ancient habita- 
various tribal boundaries, and contains long|tions and cultivations. West of this region 
lists of the towns and villages allotted to each| he has traced an easy, direct, and well-watered 
tribe. The recent surveys of the Sinaitic Pe-|route to Egypt, with wells and ancient ruins, 
ninsula have shown the most exact accordance |and numbers of flint flakes and arrow heads, 
of the record of the Exodus with existing to-| proving that it was a road much used in very 
pograpbical facts; an accordance which would|early times, while large tracts of land are 
be inconceivable unless the history were com-|still cultivated there. ‘The pass of Akkrabim, 
piled at the time. — Holland’s researches|the mountain of the Amorites, Tephath, of 
have shown that at that very date the mining) Hormah—none of these were mere traditional 
region north-east of Suez was occupied by! names, but actually recognized sites where the 
strong Egyptian garrisons, and that the Isra-| march of Israel can be most distinctly traced. 
elites could have taken no other route than|1 need not further trace the later history of 
the southern one between Jabel-en-Rabah and! Numbers and Deuteronomy, the minute de- 
the Red Sea. Then, after crossing the Red/|tails of all the movements of Israel, round 
Sea, we have Ayfn Misa (Moses’ Well), then| Eden through Moab, and to the plains of 
three days’ journey without water; then the|Shittim, or the high places of Balak and 
bitter springs of Marah; then Elim, with its| Balaam. 
palm trees and vegetation stillexisting. From| “Then, entering into Palestine itself, with 
Elim they go back to the sea, and follow down|the book of Joshua in our hands, we scarce 
the coast. Then, where a bold headland for-|need a further guide. The officers of the Pa- 
bids further progress, ‘they removed from the}lestine Exploration Fund have laid down in 
Red Sea and encamped in the wilderness of|that ordnance map, which io a few weeks will 
Sin,’ i.e., where the headland Ras Abu Zeni-|be in your hands, 2770 names, where previ- 
meh forbids further passage they turn inland)ously only 450 were laid down. Of all the 
and double it. Thence there is only one road|long catalogues of Joshua, there is scarce a 
evading Tanjebeh, which, with their baggage, | village, however insignificant, which does not 
the Israelites could have taken towards Sinai,|retain for its desolate heap or its modern 
with two halting places by the way. Here|hovels the Arabic equivalent for the name 
— Holland has traced Rephidim, and beyond| written down by Joshua 3300 years ago. But 
the pass the old circular huts of an extinct|it is not merely in the continuance by an 
race—the Amalekites—with their hearth-|‘ occult Providence’ of the names in the very 
stones, and the remains of bones and charred! places where they ought by the record to be, 
wood. In the open space we find every con-|it is the little touches which often startle by 
dition required for the delivery of the law|the way in which they carry conviction of the 
from Sinai, and also for the most minute de-|time and place ofthe sacred penman. Thus, 
tails of the battle of Rephidim. | when we read that Abraham’s second encamp- 
‘ Kastward from Sinai, again at a distance| ment ‘was on a mountain east of Bethel, and 
of three days’ journey, Professor Palmer dis-|/that he pitched his tent, having Bethel on the 
covered a piece of ground covered for many} west and Hai on the east, and there he build- 
acres with the stone circles which mark the/ed an altar ;’ and when, between the site of 
site of camps, but of a different shape from| Bethel and the desolate heap, the ‘Tell’ of Oi, 
any now in use, The hearthstones were still| we observe a valley, and in its centre a lofty 
there, and pieces of charcoal beneath the sur-| hill, with undecipherable ruins on its summit, 
face. Stretching to a great distance round| whence, and whence alone a view of the Jordan 
the camps were numbers of grave mounds,(valley and the head of the Dead Sea is obtain- 
said by the Arabs to be the remains of a vast|/ed, we know exactly where Abraham stood, 
pilgrim caravan which pitched there ages|and where the writer placed him. Thus is 
agone, and was afterwards lost in the desert| proof and illustration rapidly accumulating ; 
of the Tih. No doubt remained in the mind|the one definite result is certainly this, that 
of the explorers that they were actually on|hostile criticism must now be subjective and 
the site of Kibroth Hattaavah, and that their|not objective. If there be a corroborated or 
fingers as they turned the stone heaps and|illustrated history of the world, we have it 
examined the teeth amongst the dust were|here. The solvent of unbelief cannot dissolve 
grimed with the dust of them that lusted.}the sculptured stones and burnt tablets of 
Exaetly 9, day’s journey further on, they dis-|Chaldea. But scepticism, like other organ- 
covered the wells and romantic oasis of Ain|isms, may still preserve her continuity, while, 
Hudherah, the Arabic equivalent for Haze-| Proteus like, she develops new forms by ‘a 
eroth. If beyond this each halting-place has! process of evolution; that theory which its 








breath they admit that the proofs are not 
forthcoming, nor is it reasonable to expect 
they should be. The historical assault has 
been triumphantly repulsed. Wecalmly await 
the next charge. For magna est veritas et pre. 
valebit.”—British Friend. 


— 
For “ The Friend” 

Thomas Ellwood, speaking of George Fox, 
says, ‘‘Ages to come and people yet unborn, 
shall call him blessed, and bless the Lord for 
raising him up: and blessed also shall we be, 
if we so walk as we had him for an example; 
for whom this testimony lives in my heart, He 
lived and died the servant of the Lord.” 

This prediction has been fulfilled and is yet 
being fulfilled in the hearts of many ; never. 
theless there is a large portion of the members 
of the Society that he was so instrumental in 
gathering, that professes to think, although 
he and other of the primitive Friends were 
good men in their way, we have nothing to 
do with their convictions and experiences; 
but are called to take a new “departure,” 
more in accordance with the progress of the 
age. 

If told they are not promulgating the reli- 
gion taught and exemplified by tho early 
Friends, they appear to think it a quite suffi. 
cient reply, that they are not called to preach 
the belief of George Fox and his fellow-labor- 
ers; but Jesus Christ and Him cracified. This 
may be true if George Fox and other founders 
of the Society did not preach Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified; and might be said with equal 
truth of the apostles, were they deficient re- 
specting those fundamental traths. No one 
is required to rest his faith, on the belief or 
teachings of those “Sons of the morning,” or 
to propagate the doctrines and testimonies 
they impressed upon professing Christians, 
merely because they believed them to be the 
fruits of the gospel of Christ. But no one can 
be justified, while remaining a member of the 
Society of Friends, to hold out the idea that 
its founders saw but darkly the truths and 
fruits of the gospel, and that the greater light 
bestowed on the present generation detects 
their errors, and leads intoa less narrow, more 
liberal way to life and salvation, and yet claim 
to be their representatives. 

We are told the Society is in a transitional 
state ; the old beliefs and practices are re 
away ; anew system is taking their place, an 
therefore it is to be expected that old char- 
acteristics and landmarks should disappear. 
This is obviously correct, so far as it relates 
to those who assert it and induce others to 
unite with them; but that does not affect the 
plain, indisputable truth, that those admitted 
changes should carry with them an honest 
relinquishment by those adopting them of 
their claim to be recognized as Friends. Not 
that such have not the right to make what- 
ever changes in their faith and usages they 
may deem improvements, but they have no 
right to impose them on those who remain 
attached to the “good old way.” 

We suppose there are different causes assign- 
ed by different individuals for the revolution- 
ary results now widely seen and known, and 
others evidently developing. We can hardly 
suppose they have originated from a desire to 
shatter the system of Quakerism merely be- 
cause it is old, or to reject its anciently estab- 
lished principles because they have been trans- 
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mitted through many generations from the 
past. If tracked home, we believe it will be 
found they have sprung mainly from an insid- 
jous growth of disbelief in, or depreciation of 
that fundamental doctrine of the Gospel, ofan 
“aniversal saving Light,” bestowed on all men 
as God’s gift for man’s salvation ; and a corres- 
ponding undue exaltation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures a3 the primary rale of faith and prac- 
tice. The fruit naturally produced by this, 
has been an exaggerated estimate of the value 
of the study and exposition of the Bible, and 
of the instrumentality of bible-schools, or bible- 
classes therefor. 

Friends have ever believed, that ‘ All Scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God, and is pro- 
fitable for doctrine, tor reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness ; that the man 
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works:” that “They are able 
to make wise unto salvation, through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus ;” and that they are 
the only Divinely authorized outward rule 
and test of doctrine and practice. They have 
also constantly maintained that as they have 
God for their author, so his Holy Spirit alone 
is their rightful and certain interpreter; and 
that it is only as this Spirit is waited for and 
its enlightening influence experienced, that 
any can savingly understand and apply the 
spiritual truths contained in them. 

It was the Light of Christ inwardly revealed, 
that enabled the apostles and their converts 
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the revelation of the divine will for our own/for studying and explaining the Scriptures ; 
guidance, or teaching it to others by our pres ie slighted or contemned the doctrine of a 
intellectual powers alone, however strong or| universal and saving Light in man. 
cultivated. ‘The natural man receiveth not} William Penn after speaking of the “ Light 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they arejof Christ within, as God’s gift for man’s sal- 
foolishness unto him; neither can he know|vation,” as the distinguishing doctrine of 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.” | Friends, says, “ This is the root of the goodly 
There is perfect harmony between the sacred |tree of doctrines that grew and branched out 
truths contained in the Scriptures and the)}from it.” Here was the origin of the various 
teachings of the Holy Spirit to the soul; but| testimonies which Friends were called to main- 
owing to a lack of waiting for and experienc-|tain before the world, and of the strict, self- 
ing the instruction of Him who alone has the|denying lives they felt constrained to lead. 
key of David, the incapacity of the natural|Not that it begot in them any disesteem for 
man, the deceitfulness of his heart, and the/the Scriptures, but accepting the Holy Spirit 
bias of education, lead him to give false in-|as the primary rule of faith and practice, and 
terpretations of, or to draw wrong inferences |the only reliable exponent and applier of the 
from the texts; hence wide diversities, and|sacred truths recorded by holy men under 
palpable contradictions in doctrines are en-|divine inspiration, they held them as a sec- 
tertained and inculcated, tending to confusion |ondary rule, and properly understood, an in- 
and blindness. The truths of the gospel are|estimable blessing, by which the man of God 
not unsettled or changed by the unauthorized |might become perfect, thoroughly furnished 
manner in which they are taught or received, |unto all good works. 
but their meaning may be dangerously per-| The immediate operation of Divine Grace 
verted ; and they may be admitted solely from jon the soul being the efficient cause of bring- 
the consent of the understanding; but thejing forth the fruits of primitive christianity 
knowledge thus obtained, in no sense makes|into which Friends were led, it is a natural 
wise unto salvation. The fundamental con-|consequence that if there is a departure there- 
viction of their verity and spiritual meaning, |from, and something else substituted therefor, 
is only communicated through the Spirit|clearness of vision relative to the testimonies 
which first dictated them ; and this applies to| which have sprung from it, and which involve 
both teacher and scholar. cross-bearing, will be lost, and the members 
There is a danger which comparatively few | will be exposed to the danger of deserting 
escape who are habitually engaged in study-|many important characteristics of their pro- 


to practically comprehend the offices of Christ,|ing and teaching in bible-classes: that is re-|fession, heretofore esteemed essential to main- 
and to have a personal knowledge of the ful-|lying on the knowledge thus obtained for the |taining the position assigned to Friends in 


ness Of the blessing of his gospel; as one of|rule of life, instead of close watchfulness for 
them thus testifies, ‘‘God, who commanded |and childlike obedience to the geatle intima- 
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined inj tions of Divine Grace in the secret of the soul, 
The temp- 


our hearts to give the light of the knowledge| which alone can bring salvation. 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”| tation is hardly recognized, a3 this substitu- 
Again, * That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, | tionis not acknowledged or thought attendant 
the Father of glory, may give unto you the|upon the professed object for which such 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the know-/schools are instituted, and its insidious influ- 
ledge of Him ; the eyes of your understanding ence may obtain ascendency almost unawares. 
being enlightened, that ye may know what is|“ Ye search [or search] the Scriptures, for in 


the hope of his calling, and what the riches of| them ye think ye have eternal life, and they 
the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and| are they which testify of me; and ye will not 
whatis the exceeding greatness of his power to| come to me that ye may have life.” Isit not 
us-ward who believe, according to the working| often apparent that the actors, both teachers 
of his mighty power.” The prophet, in view|and scholars, give unmistakable evidence they 
of the falsity of any other acknowledgement)have not learned to bear the yoke in their 
of divine trath than that derived from inter-| youth ; to sit alone and keep silence because 
nal conviction by grace, declares of some in|they have borne it upon them: to put the 
his day, “Though they say the Lord liveth, | mouth in the dust if so be there may be hope? 
surely they swear falsely.” And the apostle,|Studying or expounding the Scriptures can- 
ia full confidence in the indispensable necessity| not bring forth the new birth, nor carry on 


ithe militant church by its glorified Head and 
High Priest. 

Unbappily the tendency of the bible classes, 
&e., among Friends to detract from the im- 
portance of the doctrine of the Light of Christ 
as the primary rule of faith and practice, and 
ithe necessity of attention and obedience to it, 
is deplorably illustrated by the course of the 
modern reformers in the Society, who lay 
|great stress upon the support of such agency 
as a principal means for promoting their im- 
'provements. How has the testimony to the 
‘call and qualification for the ministry beeu 
practically lowered, and the character of the 
preaching consequently depreciated among 
very many! the beautiful and solemn practice 
of silent waiting upon God in our meetings 
for Divine worship, denounced, as unfit for 
}mixed assemblies ; and reading the Scriptures, 
singing, repetition of prayers, and telling ex- 
|periences introduced in its place, and very 





of the inshining of the Light of Christ, to en- 
able any to comprehend and accept the truths 
of the Gospel, unhesitatingly asserts, “ That 


no man can say that Jesus is the Lord but by| withal. 


the Holy Ghost.” 

In thus giving the pre-eminence to the re- 
velations of the Holy Spirit in communicating 
a knowledge of the things pertaining to God, 
and the salvation of the immortal soul; and 
the necessity of its mediation fur the right 
understanding and proper application of the 
sacred truths recorded in the Holy Scriptures, 
Friends do not detract from them as a divine- 
ly inspired narrative of the facts, principles, 
precepts and promises connected with the re- 
ligion of Christ; nor in anywise discourage 
their diligent perusal, with the mind turned 
in humility to wait on the Source of all saving 
knowledge for their opening on the under- 
standing, which is an-incumbent duty. The 
great error is in attempting to measure the 


meaning of the text and its application, as of them ; 


| 





the work of regeneration. That can be done/generally practised in many meetings. The 
only by the Holy Spirit; a measure of which |testimony to plainness of speech, behavior 
is therefore given to every man to profit and apparel is very generally disregarded, and 
But man in his natural state, when/even derided by many of them ; and there is 
earnestly engaged in things of a religious'a close approximation to a paid ministry 
character, may readily become puffed up with among not a few in conspicuous positions ; 
an idea of his own attainments in biblical) who also officiate as “ordained ministers’— 
knowledge, and his capacity to teach others ‘as the law prescribes—in performing the cere- 
the things that appertain to the kingdom of|mony of marriage, and receive their reward 
God ; and, among Friends as well as other re-| therefor. 
ligious professors, there are many assuming! That man in his fallen and lost state can 
the office of Teachers of the mysteries of the |empower himself to deny his natural propen- 
Gospel of salvation, who have never been jsities, and translate himself out of the dark- 
called thereto by the Holy Ghost. ness of sin into the light of the gospel, seems 
When George Fox and the early Friends such a vain imagination that we are staggered 
came forth, he says, “ All Christendom was| when told that any professing to be Friends 
on heaps” about the Scriptures, “ because they can believe it; and yet there is no doubt that 
were not led by the same Holy Ghost, as those some of the more advanced among the re- 
were who gave forth the Scriptures; which formers, in advocating their favorite doctrine 
Holy Ghost they must come to in themselves, that Christ has paid the whole ransom “for 
and be led by, if they come into all the truth ' man, and that we may lay hold of complete 
” and yet they were great sticklers salvation whenever we please, by believing in 
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his atoning sacrifice, and, by appropriating its 
efficacy to ourselves stand fully acquitted in| 
the Divine sight, declare that we are not re 
expect to receive the gift.of the Holy Spirit! 
until after becoming reconciled believers. 
Well did Philadelphia Yearly Meeting de- 
clare in its “ Appeal” for the ancient doctrines 
of Friends, in 1847, “Such is the deceitfulness 
of the human heart, and the subtlety of the 
unwearied adversary, that man may imagine 
himself to be a believer in Christ, justified by 
his blood, and saved by his imputed righteous- 
ness, merely because he believes the doc- 
trines of Holy Scripture, while he bas never 
known the flaming sword that keeps the way 
of the tree of life, to pass upon the transgress- 
ing nature, separating between the precious 
and the vile, and making him a true believer 
in Christ, from the inward, heart-felt know- 
ledge of Him as the wisdom of God and the 
power of God.” * * * “Not being grounded 
on the inward work of Christ upon the soul, 
this religion of sentiment rather than of ex- 
perience, does not make obedience in the day 
of small things, the essential condition of 
greater attainments; but rather reasons away 
these little requisitions of duty, as things o 
small account, and so tramples under foot the 
cross of Christ, and consents to an aliiance 
with the spirit and the pursuits, the maxims 
and the manners of the world.” C. E. 
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The History of Skating.—It can only be con- 
jectured when skating was first practised, but 
it was certainly very long ago. In that an- 
cient collection of Scandinavian songs and 
legends known as the “ Edda,” Uller, the 
handsome god, is described as being the pos- 
ressor of a pair of skates. This proves that 
skating is, at least, a thousand years old. It 
is supposed to have been introduced into Eng- 
land about the twelfth century, and into the 
central parts of Europe somewhatearlier. It 
is curious, that although all northern nations 
possessed the sledge, those of America knew 
nothing of the skate, while the people of Eu- 
rope did not have the snow-shoe. The course 
of invention varied, according to requirements. 
In America, in high latitudes, the snows are 
heavy, and open ice iscomparatively rare. In 
the corresponding parts of Europe, there is 
much more clear ice, and proportionately less 
snow. , 

The ancient skates were nothing but the 
shinbones of oxen or other large animals, 
pierced with holes to receive the cords or 
thongs which bound them to the feet. Fitz- 
stephen’s * History of London,” written in the 
thirteenth century, is the earliest English 
book in which skating is spoken of; and we 
learn, from its description, that the performers 
upon these bone skates kept themselves in 
motion by striking against the ice with an 
iron-shod pole. Sometimes specimens of these 
bone skates have been discovered, in the pro- 
gress of excavations, in several European coun- 
tries; and avery well preserved pair, so found 
in England some years ago, can now be seen 
in the British Museum. 

It is unknown when or where iron was first 
employed in the construction of skates. It 
was probably in Holland; for skates of a pat- 
tern very much like that of the ones we have 
now, not only were known in that country, 

but were extensively used by all classes of its 
people, long before the pastime of skating 
ecame general elsewhere. Skating is some 


thing more than a pastime in Holland. There sold at $1.90 a $2.10 per bbl. ; choice lots $2.25. Cran- 
it is one of the useful arts, and is universally ——o st $8 = bbl. ss Withiedda 
practised and highly esteemed. It offers a} Seeds—Clover 6} a 7 cts. per Ib. Flaxseed, $1.37} 


ie . premer e "|@ $1.40 per bushel. Timothy, #1.10 a $1.25. 
very convenient mode of travel in winter over| Fjour,—Minnesota extra, $4.50 a $5; Penna. do,, 


the canals that almost entirely supply the|$4.50 a $4.75; Ohio extra family, $4.50 a $5; faney, 
place of roads in the land of dykes ; and /¥5.20 a $5.25; patent, $7.25; and other higher grades, 
people skate from farm to farm, and from |$7-75 a $8. Rye flour, $2.65 a $2.75. Corn meal, 


town to town, and to church, and to market, Paes amber wheat, $1.10 a $1.11 per 
. , $1. j 


often carrying heavy burdens.—<St. Nicholas. bushel ; western red, $1.09 a $1.10; white, $1.12. Rye, 
ss dle A | ig, eres 54a 56 cts. Corn, 43 a 45 cts, Oats, mixed, 28 a 29 

Humility is a virtue that all preach, few |cts.; white, 30 a 32 cts. 
practise, and yet everybody is content to} Beef cattle were in demand, and prices firmer. Extra 
hear. The master thinks it good doctrine | Penna. and _ western steers sold at 5} a 6} cts.; fair to 
for his servant, the laity for the clergy, and |good, 4} a 5} cts. ; common, 3 a 4 cts. per pound gross, 

? ; 57? Sheep, 4 a 6 cts. per pound, as to condition. Hogs, 
the clergy for the laity. 6} a 6} cts. per pound. 

Forergn.—Though there has been no formal action 
taken by any portion of the workmen terminating the 
strike in Liverpool, the difficulty in securing labor has 
ended. Some classes of laborers have resumed work at 
reduced wages. 

On the night of the 20th ult., six inches of snow fell 
in London and its vicinity—much impeding railway 
and other traffic. 

SUMMARY OF EVENTS. Later reports from Cape Town place the British loss 

UniTep Srates.—Of the twelve annual appropria-|in the recent battles with the Zulus, much below the 
tion bills, only five have received final action of Con- |first reports. Several vessels have left England during 
gress. The Post-office appropriation bill, passed the ithe week, with reinforcements for the army. 

Senate on the 20th ult., with the Brazillian subsidy and| Ata recent meeting of the Royal College of Physi- 
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f| other amendments. It is proposed to give to two lines, ‘cians in London, it was resolved that the Government 


one from New York, the other from New Orleans to! ought to appoint a royal commission consisting of emi- 
4 aoa each $30 gor for _— — jhent statesmen, medical men and specialists, to investi- 
mile of distance one way. ne service to be monthly. ' gate the plague in Russia. 
The Anti-Chinese bill having passed the House, isnow| A commission is forming in St. Petersburg, speciall 
in the hands of the President. The feeling of opposi- ito watch over the sanitary condition of the troops, wit 
tion to this bill, throughout the country, is very strong, | reference to the prevailing typhus and plague epidemic, 
oe. oe Se m oe a ae = , = Zdekauer, — a ong Po > Czar, mayne that 
ill to regulate the pay of letter cariers, adop y |the plague is nearly extinct. Similar reports are re- 
the House last 6th month, passed the Senate on the ceived from army officers connected with the districts 
19th ult. It authorizes the Postmaster-General to es-|in which it has existed. Russian papers, however, 
tablish two classes of carriers for all cities having a continue to report epidemics, especially diphtheria, of 
eae ae and eae The first class to tow egg say 700 persons have died in the village of 
receive , and the second $800 per annnm. akoff. 

It was officially stated before the Senate Committee! The Ruska Mir, of St. Petersburg, has been obliged 
on Agriculture, that the country is free of pleuro-|to suspend publication for commenting on the deplor- 
gg Hers omene —. eas . aii jable condition of the - ad and the despotic manner 

aere were distributed by the railway postal-clerks in which it is governed. 
on the line between New York and Pittsburg during| In the Reichstag a motion was presented on the 19th 
last month, 56,800 packages of letters, 11,152 sacks of ,ult., contesting the correctness of the Government’s in- 
papers, making an aggregate of 341,160 pieces of letter |terpretation of the Socialist law, and refusing the con- 
mail, and 1,130,400 pieces mail separated and made up jsent of the Reichstag to the proposed arrests of mem- 
for routes and offices. There were 28,005 registered }bers. After a long debate, the first part of the motion 


packages ; 46 men were engaged in the distribution. 

The fourteen Reading Railroad steam colliers made 
504 voyages last year, and carried 580,971 tons of coal. 
One of the fleet, the Leopard, was lost. 

Very cold weather is again reported from the north- 
west: at Winnipeg on the 20th ult., the thermometer 
marked 35 deg. below zero; at Fort Pelly, 38 deg. The 
most severe snow storm of this season, in New England, 
prevailed on the 20th ult. Across Mount Washington 
the wind is stated to have been blowing at the rate of 
114 miles an hour; the buildings are buried to their 
eaves in snow, and the temperature is frequently 20 deg. 
below zero. 

The average attendance of the Massachusetts public 
schools, last year, is given at 228,447. There were 
1,115 male teachers, and 7,390 females. The salaries 
of the former were $75.64 ; latter $33.04 per month. 

The existence of yellow fever in New Orleans is de- 
nied by the President of the Health Board of that city, 
Mayor Patton, Governor Nichols, and other prominent 
officials and citizens. 

The engine of a new propeller exploded during a 
trial, in one of the streets of Stockton, Cal., on the 22d 
ult., killing 16 persons, and injuring 26 in the assem- 








bled crowd, : 


The number of deaths in this city for the week end- 
ing at noon on the 22d ult., were 353. 


(disputing the correctness of the Government’s interpre- 
jtation of the law) was adopted by a large majority. 
The part refusing assent to the arrests was adopted 
almost unanimously. 

The protectionists in France are very active. Several 
deputations recently visited the Minister of Agriculture 
and Commerce, and urged sur-taxes in favor of the 
French flag and manufacturers. They pointed out that 
\the constant lowering of wages in England compelled 
a reduction in wages of the French operatives. 

The Agricultural Society of France unanimously 
adopted a resolution requesting the Government to fol- 
low the example of England in prohibiting the impor- 
tation of live American cattle. 

A rise in the river Loire is causing disastrous inun- 
dations. 

The French-Atlantic cable is reported broken 161 
miles from Saint Pierre Miguelon, in 500 fathoms of 
water, i 

The Italian Government has prohibited the impor- 
tation of American swine, or any preparation of their 
flesh, as a precaution against trichinosis. 

A petition from the workingmen of Austria, asking 
for universal suffrage, has been presented to the Lower 
House of the Reichsrath. 

The salt mines at Wilieska are said to have been 





' Of this number /|flooded. The miners were saved. 
53 died of consumption; diphtheria, 15; disease of the 


Reports from Rio Janeiro say that yellow fever there 


heart, 11; typhoid fever, 10; and inflammation of thejis increasing. The deaths from the epidemic number 


lungs 40. 


Markets, &c.—U. S. sixes, 1881, 106; 5 per cents, 
104 ; 44 per cents, registered, 105}; do. coupon, 1064; 
4 per cents, 100} a 1004; 5-20s, 1867, 102}; do. 1868, 


1024. 


Trade in most departments is reported as fairly active 


during the week, but prices unsettled. 


Cotton was in fair demand, about 1000 bales of mid- 
dlings sold at 9} a 10 cts. per pound for uplands and 


New Orleans. 


daily from 5 to 10. 





CORRECTION.—On page 219 of “The Friend,” 
first column, 5th line from top, own should be ever. 





FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE, 
Near Frankford, (Twenty-third Ward,) Philadelphia. 
Physician and Superintendent—Joun C. Hau, M.D. 
Applications for the Admission of Patients may be 
made to the Superintendent, or to any of the Board of 


Fresh Fruits.—Apples were in demand—mixed cars | Managers. 
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